
Press release 

 

 

Underground economy: business and policy leaders stress the need for a 
greater internationally coordinated response to tackle illicit trade  
 
Brussels, 21st February 2017– Leading figures from business, policy and international organisations 
joined forces to challenge conventional thinking and bring public debate forward on combating the 
underground economy. 
 
Gathering in Brussels for a Global Illicit Trade Summit hosted by The Economist Events, 
prominent industry figureheads discussed a wide range of issues such as the impact of illicit trade on 
safety, the main challenges in fighting illicit trade and what is being done to coordinate local, regional 
and international efforts on limiting the environment within which illicit trade flourishes.   
 
Christopher Clague, senior editor, thought leadership, The Economist Intelligence Unit 
introduced the conference: “Illicit trade is an important topic, particularly as it relates to transnational 
organised crime but the subject receives very little attention outside of very small circles. We hope 
this event helps to bring broader attention to the issue.” 
 
In his key note speech Jan Jambon, deputy vice prime minister and minister of internal 
affairs, Belgium said: “It’s not a coincidence that terrorist cells emerge at places where illicit trade is 
thriving. The battle against the illegal economy is therefore one of the great pillars of our action plan 
so-called the “Canal plan”. Given the worldwide ramifications of criminal networks, the international 
police cooperation is a priority that cannot be underestimated.” 

 
Delegates heard throughout the sessions how private, public and civil society sectors should come 
together and explore the opportunities for global collaboration. An internationally co-ordinated 
response, involving stakeholders from a variety of sectors and disciplines is necessary to gain the 
upper hand in this battle.  
 
Brendan LeMoult, anti-illicit trade vice-president, JTI stressed: "Illegal trade is not confined to 
borders - it's important to have a global approach and to work hand in hand with law enforcement 
authorities across the world. Our joint efforts so far have proven to be successful. Over the past two 
years, just under two billion cigarettes were seized thanks to the information we share”. 
 
Taking place at Brussels Wiltcher's Steigenberger the summit brought together policy makers and 
senior executives from various sectors such as pharmaceuticals, luxury brand products, consumer 
electronics and excisable goods. 
 
Speakers included:  
 

• Jan Jambon, deputy vice prime minister and minister of internal affairs, Belgium  
• Rolf Alter, director for public governance and territorial development at OECD 
• Kunio Mikuriya, secretary general at World Customs Organisation 
• Paul Maier, director at EU Observatory on Infringement of Intellectual Property Rights, EU 

Intellectual Property Office 
• Alistair Reed, director at The International Centre for Counter Terrorism 
• Peggy Chaudry, associate professor at Villanova School of Business, Philadelphia 
• Christopher Snowdon, head of Lifestyle economics at Institute of Economic Affairs 
• Timothy Trainer, president of Global IP Strategy Centre (USA) 
• John Danilovich, secretary general of the International Chamber of Commerce 
• Peter Kostur, vice-president for usiness development at Authentic Vision 
• Wan Saiful Wan Jan, chief executive officer at The Institute for Democracy and Economic 

Affairs (IDEAS)  
 



 
For more information from the event, or to request an interview with any of the speakers, 
please get in touch with us (contact details below). 
 

For more information visit:  

The Economist Events’ Global Illicit Trade summit   

@EconomistEvents  / #EconIllicitTrade 

Press enquiries 

Tina Bielawska, +32477938256, tina.bielawska@ogilvy.com   

About the Economist Events  

The Economist Events’ philosophy is to tackle issues with a forward-looking, uniquely global 
perspective. We aim to create events for the intellectually curious: people who enjoy ideas and who 
are passionate about the issues that define our world 
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